2444422442 2242222222222222222222222222222222 2~

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

Subject:

MARY HARDY REESER

FILE : 95-HQ-41192



|
Jelm | noover,
A piteas o Taveetigation
s Do Co
|
t( ! Attentdens Laboratory

Charry Street, Nerth East, JBS.

. '!hw s of the left
Zoot wkich was burned completely ia two 1 adeve the ankle, Shoe as bed been
mum:utwﬁ.w.au-&nuhct. ' he bad besn
sitting -lnqhtd: sway, leaving Just the s
ompletely burned ﬁﬁﬁompﬁmd!lm. m«upotmburmdummaot
awrdntd:):t. :
hnwhntah'nddmdmmtuﬂnm mlls approximately
hﬁ‘k-thm. mn.mnmmm-zmm%muwmmm
umm-m.thzou.-. .

13, [REETR 10 desorided as uf, 61, SiT, 210F

§
ik
!
E
:

:,/Jf 5
,3,/
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We alss request any infermatisn or thecriss that could explain how & bunan
body coxld be 8¢ destruyed and the fire cenfined %o such a small area and so 1little
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' WASHINGTON D. C. .
To: AN '
Chief of Pollce . July 3 32

Ste Petarsburgy Florida

- %mtollaut&mtatthe?ﬁlhbomtmymmcxﬂm-
tion of evidence received from your deparinente - .

a

‘ This examinstion has been made with the understanding that the evidence is .con=
nected with an official .investigation of a criminal matter and that the Laboratory report .
will be used for officlal purposes only, related to the investigation or a subsequent crimb
nal prosscution, Authorization cannot be granted for the use of the Laboratory report in

‘connection with a clvil proceeding. _

Re: John Edgar Hoover, Director -
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in t‘m.s cage 1% is enﬁrely poasible Jthéu ti:e hodgr uas'consﬁmd to the eu:-
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’fact that in’

" ing will proceed to a degrae which results i.n almost completa combusttcn

RESULTS or manem_‘ | | A

An emination of specimens thmugh Q?.Jx)shmd the presence Do
of no oxidizing chemicals, /pe troleun pcarbons o other volatile fluids L
commonly used as mcelermts, or my chemical substsnces used to initiate
or ;ccelerate combus The gr vgtance which saturated aavernl ’
ol ; QnandQB mi’mmdtobahmnfat.
absence of any ss pf yolatile i nids does
of course, the’ possibmty{: that such fluids were used in destroying. the
body of the deceased. DBecause of their very nature, gasoline, ethery and
similer inflammable fluids are consumed ordinérily in the early stages of -
a fire., Fhere there has Yeen almst complete combustion, as in this case, b
it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even though they had been
present at the beginning of the fire.

tent shown in the photographs and as indicated by the bone frammts and L i :
other debris withéut the ald of any such material as gasoline. It iy not e
generally realiged the extent to which the human body can burn once 1% be— o

comes igniteds While such cases are not common, ‘there are on record numerous - :
instances of bodies burning with almost complete destruction, It was fomer]y
belleved that sueh cages arose from spontaneous combustion or the burning was
sometimes attributed to ‘preternatural causes, There is, however, absolutely .
no evidence f t'he_eases .on retord to show that burning of this
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- In tlns casa, the abgence of any scorching or damage to furni~
ture in the Toom can only be explained by the fact that hest liberated by
the burning body had a tendency to rise and formed & layer of hot atir
which never came in contact with the furnishings on & lower level. This
aihzat&on ‘would have occurred perticularly if the ﬁre had mouldered

The diatorted pieces of glass in specimevx Ql were found to
aoften in the vicirity of 1000 to 1100 degrees Fahrenhelt.  This temera« :
ture corrospcnds to & bright red heat.

a3 of the objects in specimen Q2 are the remains of human teeth

With the exception of one object which appeared to be an artificial tooth _

. or part of a denture,\”_ L
The conpoeition of specimen QB does not indicate t‘\at. this
specimen is from a lead storage batierys; A portlon of a cigarette .
1ighter was found in specimen Q3 and the remaining metal in this specis=
men could also be from a lighter. The melted metal in specimen Q3
corresponded in composition to white metal; In this connection white
metal could be used as the cese for a h¢a1'1ng ald. No port.i.ons of a
battery were. rotmd in specimn Q3. _
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fragnents of burned faba-ic composing" specimen Ql vere

found € ,t,'con@osition. _The larger fragment is made of -

cotion ‘snd wa ven with a plain weave, . ?The smaller piece is not cotton

but it was al ,ven with a plain weave, ' This piece was 5o badly charred
£ fahric could not be deteminad. : W

that the

There is attached hereto & copy oi‘ a comtmicatd.on recaivad rrcn
conceming ‘thisg casee A copy af our reply to (R

L O I‘the evidence, Q1 through Ql!;,and the enclosuMg except
sots - The photographs have been retained in the Burean's files
tlwyuin be forwarded 1o you immediately. The 1%bels fror the

éupli.ckte chair which were stated to be an enclosure werc not received
with the ehove-referenced comrmanications

ﬂab to have these photographe returned, please advise .
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' . thc photég‘aphﬂs are being returned to you under separate cover by ralivay
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RECOKDED: 7-13-51° - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA! . 57
le,.)ED 7 e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE R #C,

ST T T T T Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: lirs. MARY HARDY :EESER, Deceased File # 95-41192 —
Burned to Death in Apartment Lab. # FC-30584 CC GX CW
1200 Cherry Street

5 gy 7o ~ O, .
Examination requested by: J+ R. Reicheft, Chief of Police, St. Fetersburg, Fla.

Date of reference communication: Lite 7-7-51. Date received:7-10-51

Examination requested: Chemical Analyses (General - Biochemical) Iiscellaneous
licro. Analyses (metallurgical) :

Result of Examination: Examination by:

Class fragments found. in ashes
Six small objects believed to be teeth
letal from near body o
Fibers believed to be part of nightgom
Q5 Particles of bones found in ashes D v '

Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair b
Q7 Cotton material from chair

Q8 Charred wood

Q9 Charred legs from end table
Q10 Charred fabric from rug A

Qll Unburned- section of rug, heavjysoaked with greasy substance
Q12 Remainder of ashes : - ‘

Q13 Shoe from fBoot not consumed by fire

Ql4 Chair springs
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. ie. MAKY HAIDY :EESHR, Doceased
Re: weonu:nulxp-}lm | Tilo # WW““
wochmyeWt ’

Examination requested by: de Re feichert, Chief of P"n“a t. ?Ombul‘g. a.

) Lote T=M=5) ,
Date of reference communication: Date received - (

Anal w.mm
Examination requested: ml %mmi Biochenical)

- b!l
Result of Examination: Examination by: -/
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Q1 Glass fragments found in W 7/
Q@ Six emll cbjects believed to be teeth bl & Ll
@ Motal frum near body WM«-Z/« Q3
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US Ferticles of bones found in ashas
Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair '
7 Cotton matorial fros chair
G Charved wood
Q9 Charred leygs from end table
QI0 Cherred fatric fyum rTug
Q1 Uphumed section of rug, heam«l with greasy substance
Q2 Remainder of ashes
Q3 SMOtmbootmtcoMtvﬁr
G4 Chair avrings
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RECORDED: T=13=51 : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT ¥ ' b‘)
PR UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE T —

Labvoratory Work Sheet

Re: Ulrs. MARY HARDY FEESER, Decessed File # 95-41192 ’/
BumedtoDeathinApartnem Lab. # PC=30584 CC GX CW
1200 Cherry Streot :

Examination requested bdy: Yo R Relchert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, la,

Date of reference communication: Lete 7'7'51 Date received: 7-10-51 b (

Examination requested w Analyses (General « B%ochaucal) lﬂ-scollaumu

Am]yaoa (uam.‘l.\u-gi

Result of Examination: Examination by:

Specimens submitted for examination

(lass fragments found in ashes
Six smll objects believed to De teeth
Metal from near body
Fibers believed to bs part of nightgom
Farticles of bones found in ashes
Charred fabric belisved to be from ohn:lr
Cotion material from chair _ :
Charred wood : :
Charred legs from end table - b
Charred fabris fiom yug '
Unburned .section of rug, hea with

o2 mabes » heaviysoaked greasy substance
Shoe Lrom doot not eomud -4 tir
Chair springs
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b 5 5 40a 7890 7- 5: *  iDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG | —»w-b"*—
~ [ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF —— ——— "~~~ i
S B Labvoratory Work Sheet - ?
-"','m.mmmmm 95-61192-.-L/
Re: Whﬁn&m&M ﬁ;ez&mw' o
v ‘ o i
~ Examination requested by: Mchﬁ. Chief tulive, 8t. Fetersturg, Fla.

L S M) 9

Date of reference communication: Date received: - &

{Cancral ~ Biochentical) iBaceilunsous

Chenxical Analyses
Examina.tion requested: jycye, Analysea (aaunnrgi )
Result of Examination: - Examination by: - b)c

s Specimens subnitted for examination /
AQL Gluss freguents fourd in ashos ' 4

fealias:
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rated by the ¢ 0!
year-old clubwoman, both:a:
1. cause of her: ideath and the:aly

'lo-ponnd “woman
shmnken to- -

p, & gection of
tt-of ‘a left - rqot.
“siede’ .

neé.rby ohjects 'weren’t scorche
Some _electric’ ught switches

lnvestlgauon ‘a8 the-posslbl' agent’
f‘ i, ‘of ether

A, sample of dy.
other residie from ’t.he sma.ll }lam

: : “FBL.:
ashingum labora.tory.

"Mrs. Reeser's-. remams will:.)
‘buried Friday.in Chestnut Hill ceme
tery, Mecha.nicsburg,_Pa Lo




‘ Thank you for your letter of July 7, 1951,
which you suggested conslderation of the possibility

hat an oxy-acetylene torch may bave beanﬂusad :I.n the R e
Serenitliod 6F & womin 11 8¢5 Petarabur Ty ot~

S &K .

The Federal Bureau of Inveatigaﬁ.mdoes not
have jurisdiction over this matter; however, I am taking
the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter to the
_authorities in St. Petersburg for their informatian.

Imtyoutoknarofwappmchﬁmfortb
ttwught. which prmptad yun to rurniah thia 1nfoxmtlen.

HO0Y 9NI0Y3Y 03A(3:

BRI John Edgar Room
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CHIEF OF POLICE

my of $t. Petersburg, mnrtda @

DIVISION OF POLICE

August 2lth, 1951

T

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureai of Investigation

Washington, D. Ce.
Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am taking this opportunity, on the part of our
entire Department, to thank you, your Laboratory and special
agents in Philadelphia and those in St. Petersburg, for the

valuable assistance rendere our cremation case involving
the death ofM\__‘____‘_ ER,

This Department is very grateful for this service and
if we can ever be of any assistance, at any time, do not hesi-
tate to call upon us.

Yours very ¢

- b" C :

NI Ca-
O
}J‘bu{ - | R 80k, J.
‘sq L
CG)@ Ccs Special Agent in Chargdy 53‘ f //7[//// - 3
) Philadelphia, Penna. . cEp 8 198§
Special Agent in Charge 1
Miami, Florida 7y, - 15
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August 30, 1951

G- g/ Ta~ T

AL N |
?&9@“} Detective Lieutenant SN

Folice Depariment

' 1% Post Office Box 146

St, Petersburg, Florida

Yy dear Lieutencnt:

letter of August 24, 1951, in the case involuving
the death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser.

You may be sure that it was a pleasure
Jor our representatives in the field and in our FBI
Laboratory to be of service to you. Flease be
assured that whenever we can de of further aid, wve
will be glad to Aave you call upon us.

‘Stnoerely yours,
' 3. Edger Hoovsd

A

cc - Philadelphia 8 g
sou e g”?_‘r o
cc - Miami P I 2.3
: v _ SECEMED-HVMBOOR T o
NOTE: The case mentioned by is seé ggé it
- .Bufile 95-»41'192:'5""' " R SR . %m"' {“ S m, - %
PR AN =RVSE

ROK:par:r%J juiistit g1 [adl s u
| 1494

SOSRES L P NG Y e 0e3UEd Your Ve Ty EROugRE Bl S st LT
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thought you might bé Interested in reading the enclosed letter from -
*“ on the subject,

® ® R
TRUF POLICE CASKS ’ - -

A FAWCETT PUBLICATION . — ————— "~~~

67 WEST 44TH STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

‘Mr.
Mr.
Tele. Room___-5 |’
Mr. Holloman. .
Miss Gandy.__"f

e om———

May 8, 1952
mﬂﬁ«] HF!&DZ /(F 55.'5'

ta

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director _
Federal Bureau of Investigatlon _ =

Department of Justice | .
Washington, D.C, A é/ ? ,

Dear Mr. Hoover: ' . ,?9 -

Although I realize that your au has rendered an opinion on the
cremation death of " Mrs. Mary H eeser of St. Petersburg, Florida, I ')c

The first two pages of the letter contained references to the current
issue of TRUE POLICE CASLS, and had no bearing on the Reeser case,

I hope that my fowarding— letter will in no way be an im-
position on you and your Bureau,

Sincerely,




_—e

S "Before.le@g California, I received a 1o ®:-tter fron JE™
of the story a out cremwation of Mrs. Peeser in '
Florida. He went into detail concerning the matter. T was mich plessed .
. that you znd R Selt thet any sucgestion of “mine merited cousider-
- —-——sation-because I do wish I could be helpful a out findings the psrson who
o burned her. As you protably hzve as much informstion , (not in rags), &s
sent me, T will not tell you about that but T will outline for
you my reply to him, which went out yesterdasy. '

Nl . . . . . :
. Nothing in the megazine story nor in the letter of WA changed bz
‘. ny mind in the least . I firmly believe she wes murdered. I believe I know
why and by whom but, as in meny czses in court, not enough evidence is pre- ’
sented at this time end T feer much vas dectroyed by pecple who kept :
seying, "Well, I never heard of enything like itv, ehd, goggle-eyed, let
evidence get swasy from them. : : : ‘

- - It is my contention that the murderer executed a well and long’
planned crime but the very fact that he, or she, felt o cecure, was the

- very fact that mekes me believe a slip wes made which could have been dis-
covered in the beginning.

Because'I_believe you ere es sincerely interested as I am, I will
discuss it'a bit with you. After all, you do not have to reed this lengthy
epistle all at once. You can taske it, leave it or teke it in small doses._

From the beginning, there were sore small discrepancies which could
not tel explained easily. of course, I am working considerebly in the durk
because of lack of. very smell detzils. My contention is that, in a murder -
case, there’is nothing too smell ard insignificant to be noticed. I coubt s
Af such a mind applied itself right et the beginning co much vies probably '

- lost., . ' ’
' L Yow, if the FBI stated thet she burned to dezth by a cigarette ig-
niting her reyong robe, then I will heve lost confidence in +the FRI and
its infallibility. TIf you will recsall heving rezd of people burning to
death in tliéir homes - the fire would burn fiercely for a lonz time but
when finelly put out, a good portion of the torso of each vietim would be
practically intact. Also, such burnings hsd APPLI®D heat to consume whaot-
ever portions of such bodies as were left. I othar vords, when the ap-
plied heat was stopped, the bodies did not continue to burn. T believe it
BT © is not possible for Mrs. Reéeser:-to have been fat enough to burn and leave
e no more of herself than was left. Try firing & piece of suet, 211 fat, plus
3 -some lean. The suét will burn but not with enough generation of heat to .

T

~ consumeithe lean,::

§ -

- - ¢ A women who %6rkéd a€ncrematorium~states that bodies are'dontinualif
sprayed with oil to keep them burning with heet enough to consume. Every-
. thing points to fact that APPLIED hest was put on ¥re. Reeser IF - -

o Now right there I always stuck. I am informed that a foot was  ° e
~ unconsumed, I have not seen that so do not know what it looked like but T '
~ww = -know what appearance it should have hed. I am told there was a piece of

%e- 2. liver, some spinsl columbones znd a thigh bone and a shrunken skull found.

' Was any teSé.madegof foot to discover condition - whether from )
. Mrs. Reeser ~.whether enbalmed foot ~ whether from drugged btody - etc., etc.?
-.; I venture no such exesminaltions were ever made &nd they might have told much.

L ;:Efiééf L'ﬁés any test made to discover whether or not it was from o
‘human? If so, it should hsve disclosed something concerning the person it

was taken from. =, ,
95T o
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. ) . .
" ~ .The thigh 1 and the spinal column should have ' disclosed some
: informetion.’ <y were excellent meteriesl for diSclosing height and
probable weight of person from whom they were taken. Also condition of o
health, etc. Might even have told how long person from whom they came .
had been deceased., . — ———— " - ~ ' ’
.- And now we come to something I consider very odd. I have read of .
the shrunken skulls mede by natives of enother country.. I read that they Ra
carefully remove skin, (which is thick) from the heed bones.and fill ssid -
head skin with hot sand in order to shrink same. T do not understand how
& humen head could be shrunken with the bones inside of it. Also, & head
M would be a mine of information. The festures could be brought to normal,
almost, and the teeth should disclose something. It was not stated whether
Mrs. Reeser had false teeth or not or whether, if so, she had them in her
mouth or they were found in the apartment in bathroom or elsewhere. IF
false teeth were in tbat skull, they would tell a story; if there were no
false teeth, they would also tell & story. ®ven if skull end features were
distorted, they would still give out information. What was done about them?’

L

<. And so we come to what has been my mein thought? Why was there not =~  « =
" enough odor about that apartment to attract attention of. firemen vhen S
they went in to put out fire? ¥y informetion states thet they did not
know anyone had burned until a firemen's foot slipped in something on
the floor, . Now, if you had ever been a housewife, you would KNOW that
just a very small roast or stew of meat when burned scents the house until
just a few hours will not entirely dispense with the odor of burned flesh,
It is very penetrating and remsins clinging to furnishings. Firemen '
should certainly have noticed such especially since they are supposed to be
experts in_the fire line and also because the fire wss not great énough
or fieree enough to distract their attention beyond normal. To not notice
such an odor and only to discover a thing because one slipped in something
on the floor and saw a humen foot was such a strange thing, it kept me
wondering and then the obvious hit me, ' ' :

The p:obabie reason no one noticed odor of burning flesh was because
¥rs. Reeser was NOT RURNED! Only a small piece of Ziver and the top part
of foot was 'scorched to give credence to what comeone wanted people to

believe. . e . , {

... . I am forced to believe, from meager facts at hand, that Mrs. Reeser s
did take two regular sleeping pills which made her groggy. While in that -7
 cqnditioﬁ;_s6méohgfin whom she'had_confidence,,came»and asked her to go ‘
‘Somewhere, or something like that, jand she left. I believe this must have
been unﬁer.heg:bwg}powerdbécansé,she'was crippled. and very heavy and would
have been too much to handle if elready dead, therefore she was alive but
groggy from effects of sleeping tablets when she left under her own power.
‘I believe that one who took her away, eithe:nsuppligéﬁg“fpoﬁ#rgsg¢bling.
‘hers,: ory’ after hor death, cut off one of her feet, maybs bedavies of ' - -
certain deformity.which could not be feked, her own foot had to be used
tbﬁhglﬁf?éfgbligh]identity;;;I’believe'part'6£¢spinalépolumnwandithighf
. bone and ‘skull were put with:foot and & piece .of liver and THEN the fire
~was set to'chair,.” Then and in that event, the fire would probebly not

‘teke more than thirty minutes,’if an attachment could be made to ges

which was available, or even less if acetylene torch was used.. It had

‘o be an. APPLIED and. CONTROLLED fire in order to accomplish certain = .
. definite thing ”but;;aftéfﬂ&ﬁésetthinSFwere‘QCcOMpiishéd;fit“éould have
: y thi 1gs  plar f‘fyerefnbt'éécompliShed;twaéver, the above

: ‘why no_more odor and why there was no more fire.
- There had to be certain things for identification of apparent victim and
'§g§t,ﬁhe,propeptydbypn;dpwnAand(make.identi-

two" theories but not™ ough information to -~

2% certainly it was not intends

fication: impossible,
work either
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Take miy thy that Mrs. Reeser was burned@here still had to

~be applied heat . But to consume her there would have to be at least
three hours' heat of certein intensity. And burning flesh really leaves —

its odor and its unmistakable. —Also, Mrs. Reeser was fat - such fat

——— ~in"burning would leave a greasy residue which would deposit with the

smoke and be greasy to touch. Curtains, etc. would be irpregnated with
~ burned flesh odor and with greasy residue plus smoke coloring. T do not

- have information about this matter.

- The féhs'just had to be going, in my opinion, because there was
& very strong draft below and that is proven by two tone walls and by

. appearance at picture frames. The draft was beyond ordinary. Also, the

fire should have created its own draft and swirls of heated air inter-
chenging with cool air. The picture does not show such exchange as
normal with such fires. On the contrary, picture shows a continuous,
even, STRONG draft which reached so high and no higher. '

"hed been, there appeer to be marks of two hands on smoked wall. Or
could be marks of one hand applied more than once. Palm and fingers seem ce_
to be imprinted. Who made those? Were they investigated and eliminated? aié%l;i

on ieft'ubper part 6£ wall ~ that is wall to left of where chair Y,

Now'about motive: I have no way of khowing anything except state-
ments in story ~ I have no way of discovering other facts. '

Story, and_letter, state that Mrs. Reeser was very b? a

despondent BEFORE she wrote for apartment where she used to live. That
not having received reply, she was more despondent over that. : '

The picture and build of Mrs. Reeser appear to be like person who
would not normally be despondent. One whom it would take much to meke
despondent. She seemed to be type who would pass things off with a
remerk, "don't like it but that's life and tomorrow is another day.n
Therefore, if she went out of character, there must have been something o
extreordinary which had happened to her life. T can only guess because
of not knowing more details., :

) She appeared to have no one for vhom she cared particularly except
her son. TIF something umusual. would have happened between them, she’ '
would have been umusually upset emtionally because it was stated that

~she had come there to be near him - that she planned to secure a place
even nearer his home than she then had. :‘Instead of that, she was going = ..

awey and she disappeared under strange circumstances the last night she
would be likely to be in that town for some time to come. '

She ‘was supposed to be financially well fixed as wes her doctor . -
son. Beyond need financially. - Therefore she had no materisls wants snd.no =
reason to be despondent because of that, therefore she was much upset
emotionally because of 'SOMEONE. It could not have been a passing ac-. . e
queintance - must have been someone very near and dear to her or it would &
not have disturbed her tranquility so much that people were well aware of

that condition. N o S :

Now, one more thought about something else. Sometimes elderly. ;;“,_”,_';If? -
people in particular, being financially well fixed and having security N

_.in CASH, become too confiding and reveal that they have large sums of - = ik

money by them., Murder follows.

CBut I still contend that the person who did the job wag someone with
peculiar knowledge in more ways than one. Someone who kneiw she would be.
. . . . 5 ; e e . z* e .’_».
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alone and JUET vgw, 'someone who could gein access to her without suspicion
of anyone; someone in whom she had utmost confidence; someone who either

gave her gomething other than sleeping pills so she-would be dead When -

b@!ﬂ?QJonﬁsomeone;who~had*§66§§s to props, (skull, etec.) and who used such

T Tt fool people into believing she burned herself todéath. " It had to be

someons who would profit by her death in some manner -"either fimmncially j'j;
or emotionally. ¥lderly people can be Very possessive and usurp time and
attention, ete. and no way for pédple to do much about it. 0

- -T.am informed she always took dinner at her son's a certain day.
Now that might prove to be very eannoying. To have even tiie dearest and
nearest ALWAYS tying down' that certain time, each week, etc.  No matter if
she was asked, that.might be form and not -sincere desire. for her company.
Also, same ag in divorce, families have, on each side, a story they tell
to the world and act out.BUT, in the final analysis, as in divorce, some-
whereAbetweenuthose,st¢ries'1 es the REAL story and it is not the séme as

either side's published story although it may have facts from each in the

- REAL story but such real stories seldom reach the outside world but are

bottled up in the emotional self of each individual until the cork pops
out end one thing or another results. How tightly such things are bottled
depends on the upbzinging of individuals — the tighter the bottling of
emotions, the more violent the explosion when it comes., -

o I believe that Mrs._Reesep might have written letters or a letter
to someone in whom she confided. - usually esch person has at lesst one
trusted confidant QUTSIDE oflimmediape‘family'because, too often, emotional
upsets are family affairs. . Such person as recipient would not want to telk
because of publicity "and natural distaste for violating confidence. But it
is not only possible such written evidence of what might be about to happen

does exist but very probable, in my opinion.

. - The fact that, in the past, she had visited in old home town would
not necessarily mean she intended to do so this time UNTIL CONDITIONS
became such that she felt she MUST get away. Maybe she was afraid. There
is no one to tell you and maybe no one is capable of gaining confidence of
those who may KNOW some little thing - like her beginning to tell something
and then Her eyes filling with tears or some other small incident which
could be very revealing. T have always studied_people_;'Ijlike”them and I

like the study. I was a doctor (D.C., Ph.C.), for more than twenty years

g and I early discovered that 111 people do not always become o because of !:,;T,;‘

wmuprmmrwwmaofhhhaw&Nm the great majority

of people are functionaelly upset, and they are so beczuse of emotional - 45:
upsets which ‘cause them-to eat incorrectly, sleep too little and so, on .

. and on, . In. order to"learn concerning such people so I could truly help’

them be normal; ‘I began reading fact detective stories and have kept it
up through the yéars,: ' They have helped me to undérStand‘andfhglp’ﬁerle

‘a1l ‘along ‘the way' and still function in that cepacity, -

. ':;jfiﬁéily,fmdsf 6ffiééié;ére;n¢t,§rained to cope with such a case
as that of Mrs. Reeser and. such. leaves them flabbergasted because they never

- were chosen as officers because . of their peculiar mental abilitties to ferret

out crime and the criminals Rather , they were chosen politically and for

brawn. Some' of' them because enough interested AFTER they became officers to

develop their brains along detective lines and so we do have very sble

: - detectives but they are in the minorty. T could tell you of a case here
--which passes belief of a mirdered boy. 0fficers insist he was a suicide by

hanging but, when found, his body hed legs and arms drawn up and stiff in
that position and there is much, much more,



___ each issue-of some magaziné.  When such a one does diseppear end a maga~

murder and other criminal cases, disappearances, etc. People like. to
discuss mysteries. If not a whole magazine, then at:least one-story in

zine or newspaper plays it up, people discuss it for a long time after-
wards and weeks and months afterwards, you can refer to it and people
will say, "oh, yes, I remember thatw, and go on to recall facts. Much
good might come of:such. : :

‘I saw a picture in INSIDE DETECTIVE of the Reeser scene of cremation.

The chair springs were there and other odds and ends. I was much impressed
by the fact that Mrs., Reeser disappeared so completely and that picture
seemed to show that things more readily combustible than a human body
REMAINED UNBURNED. I do like two plus two to equal four, always. .I can
believe that the murderer set the scene so people would believe what was
intended for people to believe. Therefore, after studying a1l the points
of information I have, I can very readily believe she was not cremated but
was disposed of outside of and away from that apartment and the stage set
with props to make believe she sat in that chair and burned to death
therein. 1If she would have been taken away and the fire set afterwards
with props of piece of liver, some bones and A SKULL, that would come
nearer making four than the statement that she burned in that chair which
hardly makes sense, -

Hope T have not bored you and I sincerely hope that something T mey

have written regarding this case will help someone to solve thz puzzle,

L) g would like to find & magazine devoted to UNSOLVED 6%

Such should have every effort made to solve it because of the after effects

on criminegl minds.

I will try to keep up with your magazine in tie future snd will look
forward vith pleasure to more good stories. :

with best wishes, T am,

Sincerely,

i
]
-
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Belmont__: -

§ ‘67 West 4dth Street

@-‘25 Thank you for your letter of May 8,

© Reeser. . TVBoyy, 7y

Moy 15, 1953 o -

_EEELM 18, New York

gncloaurs.

| Tt vas indeed thoughtfu you to B
send me the letier of concern~ 9
tng the cremation death of Mrs. Mary H. .Beeser ' ‘

er,
and I aincarely apprectate the courtesy and % rést
which prompted you to do so.

Sincerely youra,
Je Edgar Hoover

- NOTE: Ihe Laboratory has advzsed that enclosed letter R
is a purely irrational analyszs of the death oj' Mrs. R
L L ’ulﬁ 91 My
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" o brief summary of the facta of this case and your final
- dtaposition of tt. Would: yow also sudmit ¢ copy of the
3

August 6, 1952

¥r. Jacod R. Reichert
Chief of Police :
St. Petersburg, Floridac

. Res Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser-Deceased =~ .. . ..
. .Burned to Death in Apartment: S i
1200 Cherry Street

UMy dear Chief:

on July 7, 1951, you forwarded to the FBI Labora-
tery numercus items c¢f evidence fcr exanination In this case.
The results of our examination were reported to you on July _
Sk REPIGR s R S R B

e ahakriing

As you will recall we retained in our files the
photographs of the fire scene which you forwarded to us. We
are preparing some material om Laboratory atds in investiga~
tion of arson and related cases and, because of the unusuagl
aspects of the Reeser case, would like to use several o
these photographs and an account of the case for itllustrative

purposes.
It will be oery'heipfui_to us if you would submit_

spariment diagram if tt ta avatlable now? Of course, no

nomes or references will be used ia our preparation of thi
materiacl by which the principaje may be identified. If foro =
any reason .ocbjeotions extst to the use of this material, ~v -

pleass feel free to indicate them. ﬁj}uﬂﬂ:
: e .. Tveowvig Ny "
- ;,Eggﬁ &8y yours,

AA‘Rﬂﬁﬁwéﬁﬂiédsv dr"§1/5L3:’3é;j
&ﬁ :'ra% z gglgsao'auer -

Director

o Parag T ) N E
e kel - . B
\"' 34 = ‘.3,:* B

g

7 U
‘UE.L:M.

ALK

COMM — FBI
EUG 71952
MAILED 28
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ig of St, Petersbury, Hlorida ",#A@ _____ .

J. R. REICHERT b
: CHIEF OF POLICE ,
DIVISION OF POLICE ol ‘

P. O. BOX 146 X
August 1hth, 1952 — :

SIS

FOLET

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federql Bureau of Investigation _
Washington, D, C, 7 - /

Dear Mr, Hoover: W;

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Avgust 6, relative to the case of MRS, MARY I HARDY/REESER,

deceased, who was burned to death in apartment at 1200 Cherry St, s

N, E., this City, b’(

Attached you will find copy of Special Report of

the findings of our Detecti d hich is self- >
ex;lalr:togf of our Detec ives i an which is se G-LR’ 6%

2 copies of the NSNS :re also attached,

Also attached is a summary of this case as released
by me on August 8, 1951, that appeared in our local newspapers, i
stating this was an "accident, until such time as we can prove x (
otherwise", I

We have no objections, whatever, to your using
any and all evidence in your Bureau,

._’;.‘(‘Q G eem
R S S -!_f.'j,'-’
- . ~adrgal S

¢ '
N

Vo
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St Jirters burg Times

LOCAL NEWS AND FEATURES

Obituories Pulsq of Pinellos § " Births
i N

~ Reeser Death Acc:dent--Body Furnished On

Sedative, Cigarette
And Acetate Gown
Support FBI Theory

EXCLUSIVE

By JERRY BLIZIN

St. Petersburg 's “cinder woman mystery” was oﬂu:mlly
idental death in a issued late yester-

ny nlternoon.by Police Chief J. R, Reichert.
=3 Ros-er, 61 whose body
bldze 'which did only

“ teripls ‘from the fire scene
REICHERT oni charred bits of the
woman’s body.

1n addition to a 500-word statement to the press, Reichert handed
out a personal statement on the fire death, one of the most widely-
publicized local tragedies in years.

Reichert’s statement follows:
“This is the most anusual case I've seen during my al-

< most 25 years of police work in the City of St. Petersburg.

Since we have had hlmdndno! suggestions as to how this
fncident may bave h d, I am not closing the door
on the case yet.

*We are, however, holding the case in abeyance for any other
dnformation or developments that may come to our attention, The
Uacts In the case bave been checked from every possible angle, and

tlkelmnhnmu‘!mprwldnnummbmanmd

No lncendhfy
! Basically, the nl!wﬂ'tlvmdu'nhmeullen!hd No ev-
Adence of any di or of any nature could
ibe found In any of the materials tested,

The report said, b y that bustible

uids :nd necelen::s such as ether, aleohol, gasoline, ete.

d in such a fire and po trace

of ﬂ:em detected afterward,
FEI analysts polnted out that the inflammatiitty of human fatty
tssue is intense, & fact little-known by most persons. Substances
uummmum-mmm

Police Statement ) :

The Police Department’s official statement, based an the Bureau
[seport, is a3 follows:

“An examination of all specimens sent to the FBI laboratory fw
analysis sbows no

other volatile flulds used as or any
ubstances used to initiate or accelerate combustion, :
“There is lusive evid that the d d body

could be consumed by fire, as in this case, if the b«l,
had become ignited.

“We have bad nearly 100 cases q‘unhd o personal letters of
'vlrtaus oplnions and suggestions. !n to clarify some of these
we have the theory of lightning, although
fthere was a stight electri on the night fo-
wvolved. There is no indication in this cue where lightiing struck
the building in order to kill the victim and set the body afire. In most
cases lightning leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entrance or exit.
“Due to the fact Mrs. Reeser had taken a considerable amount
of sedatives at night, and we do have evidence that she told her
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, sbe had taken two seconal (sedative) cap-
sules at 8 p. m. and was going to take two.more, there is every
possibility that Mrs. Reeser while sitting In the overstuffed chair in
‘ber apartment, could have become drowsy or fallen asleep while
.smoking a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes, j

%
Jnflammable Gown

“At that time she was-clad in a rayon acetate nightgown and a
thousecoat. The being highly inflammabdle, could have been
ignited by a burning cigarette, causing immediste death, M the
ceased was in a semi-conscious condition.

“Naturally, whes her elothes became aftre they would alse

chemists, rules out bum;
a Times reader and explains the "lnel of heat nltnnu found fn
the Reeser apartment.

At the time ber body was discovered, police and firemen found
a line of black smoke and soot around the upper walls of the room,
with buckled electrical wall switches and melied candles, while
lower down on the same walls, outlet plugs were intact and furnish-

H
B
H
g
£

i
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Some Loose Ends

iy

Book Conf‘ irms Finding -
‘Yesterday, this reporter, found confirmation for the ready mm-

ing of human fat in the book ‘‘Homicide Investigation,” by Dr. Le--

Moyne Snyder, medleo-lenl director of the Michigan State Police

|mu member of the Medical and

‘Bar Assoclation.

Soyder, trained both in medicine and law, lhtec:
“One would think that the humean body would be very
resistant to destruction by fire, but this is not actually the
case. Underneath the skin is a layer of fat which may be
quite thick in heavy individuals. This burns readily and -

the destruction of tissue after a comparatively small fire *
may be great . . . In many cases it seems the destruction -
of tissue by burning is out of all proportion to the in-'
tensity of fire which caused it.” . .

This would confirm what police previously discounted. It lllo
follows a theory outlined early in the case by Dr. Richard Reeser's
wife, who told The Times that her mother-inJaw’s own tissue
bmcdlﬂ:r;kteunleepinmehlkvh!hmonu

‘The deceased was a heavy woman, weighing about 170 mds.
‘When found, m,mmtwuuwmubuhmumm
foot—curiously iotact~and stil clad in cne of uu black slippers
Mrs. Reeser customarily wore as house shoes. ' -.

mmwdmrm.mnwmmun
Femain:

meamubmh(nahmmmhb.
Jandlady of the apartment or neighbors.
&Nodmdduthhueverb«nmbumd.mnh-

[pnnﬂ:k determine whether the blaze burned rapidly or .
- Ismoldered all

night.
3. No smoke was ever. d
area.

ted by o or work n the
e s 0 ' ’ . )
REPORTER'S OPINION: “While peepls may m “ 8

Whether the verdict csn-
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ody Furnished Own Fuel

Book Confirms Finding . .

res
Yeéterday, this reporter, found confirmation for the ready bumn-
- for ing ofWuman fat in the book “Homicide Investigation,” by Dr. Le- Reeser
3o Moyne Shyder, medicodegal director of the Michigan State Pol .
deat St of the American Medical Association and Amer) Background
dy Police and firemen found the i
dy charted remains of Mrs. Mary - . '
tion by fire, but thi D e har partment ot 1299 ‘
uction by fire, but this is not ag : ap af - -
P Cherry Street Northeast. Al !
!':e: the skin is a layer of fat wldch may be o lttle damage was evident
sugh readily and only human remains found were i
1 ine the destruction of tssue after a comparatively small fire - :m‘“"’.“"““m.q?; mﬁe “‘:
ruck may be great . . . In\many cases it seemy the destruction an intact left foot in a sailn
most of tissue by burning\is out of all proportion to the in- stipper. Her everstuffed chair
" ot tensity of fire which dgused it.” wﬂ except for the cell
imha- Discovery was made as a telo-
cap-
wery
dr o
while -
ealied and extinguished Past em-
been Sers with a hand pump.
e de- Mrs, Carpenier, whe lived in
an adfeining apartmest, had beea
s weh up, at five a. m, and six &. m.
. te get her newspaper, but had
| the pet noticed anything amiss.
B Smoke smelled at five 8. m. was )
o thought to be coming from as N
ough overbeated water pump. Mrs. R
' do- Carpenter turned off the pamp
wi and went Back o bed -
sthom The Western Unlen Doy whe .
delivered the telegram didn’t ne-
tice auy smeke, disptis the fact
umep the windsws were opea. A Times
earrier boy who delivered papers
wtion. te the area earfier In the inorw-
nd o tag alse meticed mething amiss,
2y s Mrs. Resser was soen by her
: e, Dr. Richard Resser, kis wite
elgnt and the landlady, Sundey aighi,
ing Ju 2, tho st e 38 3 3. B
) A sbers SURGESS
nihow LS wretk. Whether Che verdict com-
arated mmwm-rmauuuummhxhw
of hat .u:mudmm . . ‘o
‘e had
3wl B e SAY -
ed by
und jm
found
room, .
while .
ol
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August 22, 1952

hl’. Je Re ReiChOI'b

Chief of Police

Post Office Box 146
Saint Petarsbuzg Florida
] S 4, / fd

My dear Chiefs

I have received your letter of Augugt 1, 1952,
forwarding the material which we requested in comection with
the death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser.

Your cooperation in fumishing this material to
us is greatly appreciated. May I assure you of my desire to

be of asaistancb t.o you whenevar possible in m.tt.ers or nmtual
R mm“&—-f'?'- LR T e LIRSS T e A R

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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and is employed in’the appeared it the

Camden Resident Agency with the magazine article set forth above and advised

that after having read the article, he had typed up his own theory oa the

matter and wished the same to be made known to the FBI Laboratory in view of
“the reference made to the Laboratory in the article.
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—adv1sed that he had sent a copy of his theory as enclosed
to the Police Dept. at S etersburg, Fla., as well as

~
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INDER LAD

BY DR. WILTON MARION KROGMAN
University of Pennsylvania

‘.

M 1 AM A “bone detective,” as'well as

a professor of physical anthropol-

ogy. It is my special skill to identify
human bones—either the whole
skeleton or parts of it. T

From the skeleton or its remains

I can tell the age of a person at the
time he died, his sex, and his race;
it is also possible for me to estimate
his height and body-build. From
human bones I can often determire
the cause of his death (the prover-
bial “blunt Instrument,” or a gun-
shot, or a knife, axe, cleaver or any
other cutting weapon); how long
the bones have been buried in the
earth; ‘and finally, if the skull is
present, details about the living tis-
sue and how the man looked.

In short, your skeleton is a dead |

give-away to what you were, and
14
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who you were, during your lifetime.
P’ve been called in by the police
and FBI to work on a number of
murder and disappearance cases
where only the bones were available
~—soft parts had decomposed, been
eaten by acids or burned away.
But in 1951 I ran into a case
which for sheer horror and bizarre-
ness beat anything in my experience.
The local police kept referring to it
as “weird,” “fantastic,” “unbelieve-
able,” and even the. conservative
FBI ventured “unusual,” “improb-
able.” As for me, were I living in
the middle ages I'd mutter some-
thing about “black magic” . . .

- But first let me outline the known

facts. ,
At 9:00 .M. on the night of
July 1, 1951, Mrs. ‘Mary Hardy
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Reeser, aged 67 years, and 175
pounds heavy, was last seen alive
in her one room apartment, in a

- tersburg, Florida. Mrs. Reeser was
the widow of a doctor who had
practiced near Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, in the heart of the “Pennsyl-
vania Dutch” region. :
On the fatal night she and her
landlady were the only people in
the building. The last time anyone

center of the room, wearing a rayon

acetate nightgown and a. house- .

coat. She was smoking a cigarette.
She was known to. take several

sleeping tablets before retiring. The

room was of moderate size with a
: couple of windows.

four-apartment building in St. Pe-

j saw her, Mrs. Reeser was sitting in.
an over-stuffed chair, a bit off the:

Some:.;h, some oily soot, a foot,
__———and fragments of backbone ...no
. more was left of the Cinder Lady. il
" she vanish by black magic? Go
up in spontaneous eombustion? Burn
. in a heat hotter than helffre?

Why was the rest of the room unscorched?
A world-famous bone detective |
spins his theories after months of
research and tracking clues

.~ .At'8:00 A.m.-next morning, the -
landlady took a telegram up to
Mrs. Reeser’s room. She grasped
the doorknob but found it too
flaming hot to hold. Two painters
working in the building forced the
‘door and were met by a blast of
bot air. Their startled gazes met a
sceneé macabre beyond words:

_ 1) The walls from a level of about
four feet above the floor, and the
ceiling, were festooned with a greasy
soot which gave off a “peculiar
odor™; ‘ ‘

2) Where Mrs. Reeser had been
sitting were only ashed and charred
remains. They included a roundish
object identified as the head; and

varyingly described as big as a
“baseball,” or a “teacup” or a
“grapefruit”; a few pieces of back-

15
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bone; a lump of charred tissue ten- ﬂesh, P've burned “green’

tatively identified as liver; her left

____foot,-with skin-unburned and still- -dried-cut; T've burned dried bones.—~

shod in an unscorched black satin
bedroom slipper; and the heat-
eroded coil-springs of the chair;
- 3) The windows were partly open -
and the door was not sealed; .

" 4) The wall paint nearest to the
chair, and the floor in the im-
mediate vicinity, was only slightly
scorched; =~ - . -

5) Electric light plugs and fix-
tures in the soot area on the w.
had melted, but base-plugs lower
down had not; no fuses had been
blown and the electric current was
on, and working; S

6) Two: candles standing on the
window. sill had melted but "curi-
ously their wicks were intact;

7) Newspapers on a nearby table
were not scorched and neither was
the bedding on a day bed; . :
8) An electric clock had stopped
at 4:20 (presumably a.m.?), but
when plugged in at the baseboards
itran OK.; )

9) There was absolutely no-
evidence of any inflammable mate-
rials (kerosene, gasoline, etc.) at or
near the site of burning; ' o

10) While the room was intensely
hot, there were no flames, no em-
bers, no collection of sticky or vis-.
cous material on the site;

11) There is no record; during
the night, of any smoke, any heat-
crackle, or any nauseous or unusual
odor escaping from the room.

As I mentioned earlier I've
worked on a number of human
burning cases. To understabd what
happens to thé human body, I've
done some experimentation using
both animal and human cadavera.’
P've burned bones still encased in.
16
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. firé (said to be the hottest “natural” .

‘basic principle: “The ~destruction

-bustion; rather than of the type of |:
“combustible used.” By this I mean |-

" Pve already noted that the wiring"

BER 1952

" bones—
bones stripped of flesh, but not

I've used all sorts of combustibles,
ranging from a_ hickory and oak

fire), through coal, oil, gasoline, to. 1.
an electric muffle furnace. 1. care-:
fully observe how the bone behaves
during burning and how: it looks’
when it has cooled off. . o

As a result I have formulated a-

of animal or human tissue-is a
function of the conditions of com-

that without a brisk draft (the free j::
passage of air) the fire will be smoth- |
ered, no matter how inflammable |:
the combustible used. A

What earthly circumstances and
causes could have led to such com-
plete destruction of Mrs. Reeser?
Lightning? Local Weather Burcau k-
records showed that no storm had
occurred on the night of July 1. 253
Could it have been an electrical in- ::
duction current, passing through the }
body, caused by faulty wiring? But l

was intact, for the electric clock ran
OK. when plugged in. Was it by
spontaneous or “internal” combus- | -
tion—that is, a fire starting in the <
body tissues without any external |-
cause? But this is impossible! The |
fluids and fats of the human body L
simply do not contain the chemicals F¥
which might ignite all by them- |
selves. Could she have perished so

completely from just a dropped cig-

arette?” Or was she burned else: |
where, then “planted” in the room?" | -
These are all “hunches,” or “theo-
ries,” ‘that occurred to the local ;.
police, and to me a few weeks later
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THE STRANGE yr THE CINDER LADY
after I had entered into the c which the most famous, that of the .

[4 . -

As I pondered this case the chords

of memory began to hum a recog- _
nizable_tune-and I went-to-the-li=—-—T searched further"‘I found that -

brary—I just knew that this was not
an entirely unfamiliar scene. I found
my answer in Charles Dickens’
Bleak -House, Chapter 32. Mr.
Guppy and Mr. Weevle are wait-
ing to meet Mr. Krook.

“Mr. Guppy happens to look at
his coat-sleceve. He stares at it,

t [and says]:
“ ‘Why, Tony, what on earth is

going on in this house tonight? Is.

there a chimney on fire? See how

this soot’s falling. See here, on my"

arm! Confound the stuff, it won't
blow oﬁ'—smears, like black fat! ”
At the appointed hour they en-

ter Mr. Krooks’ room together.

“The cat has retreated close (to

- the door) and stands snarling—not

at them; at something on the
ground before the fire. There is
very little fire left in the grate, but
there is a smouldering, suffocating

vapour in the room, and a dark

greasy coating on the walls and
ceiling. The chairs and table, and
the bottle 5o rarely absent from the
table, all stand as usual.

“Here is-a small burnt patch of
flooring; here is the tinder from a

- little bundle of burnt paper, seem-

ing to be steeped in somethmg
O Horror, he is here! .

4 “Call this death by any name you
- will, it is the same death eternally—

mbom, inbred, engendered in the
corrupted humours of the body
itself —Spontaneous Combustion.”

The foregoing theory is stoutly
defended as fact by Dickens in the

1853 Preface to the first edition of

Bleak House. He avers “that there
are about 30 cases on record, of

-

Countess Cornelia de Baudi. Cese-
nate, was minitely investigated . .

an English magazine, The Saturday
Magazine, in Aug gust, 1832, ran an

_amdc called “Fue in the Human
y.” It described the burning in -

1731 ‘of the lady cited by Dickens,

“This lady, who was in the sixty-
second year -of her age, retired to
bed in her usual health. .Here she

spent above three hours in conver- T

sation with her maid, and in saying
her prayers; and havmg at last

fallen asleep, the door of her cham- .
. ber was shut. - As her maid was not -
summoned at the usual hour, she . ...
went into the bedroom to wake her
mistress; but recewmg no answer,
she opened the ‘window,. and saw -

her corpse on the fioor, in the most

- dreadful condition. At the distance
of four feet from the bed there was ..

w

a heap of ashes. Her legs, with - .

stockings on, remained untouched,

- and the head, half-burned, lay be- -+
tween them. Nearly all the rest of - o
the body was reduced to ashes. The -

air in the room was charged with

floating soot. A small oil lamp-on =7

the floor was covered with ashes,

but had no oil in it; and in two -

candlesticks,  which stood upright
upon a table, the cotton wick of

both the candles. was left, and the
tallow of both had disappeared.

It has been generally supposed that
an internal combustion had taken
place; that the lady had risen from
her bed to cool herself, and that, in
her way to open the window, the

combustion had overpowered her, -

and consumed her body by a proc-
ess in which no flame was produced.”

I found that in 1763 the Annual
Register of the Royal Society of

17
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' London reported the case of an ~ 7) The floor at the site of the
SO B . elderly woman, gin-sodden, who was .burning showed some charring, but

e o : At 5:30 AM. on’ the following walls were unmarked; - »
R morning smoke was seen coming: - 8) The air was charged with

out of the window; a small fire, oily or .greasy - soot and walls and
easily ‘put out, was“on the floor. ceiling were covered by this soot;
" The body was badly burned, though ~ - 9) Often the residue (of bones -
-“one leg and a thigh were still en- or tissue) was oily and odorous.
tire. It was said, “the people were I now want to point out some
amazed that the furniture had sus-  very serious problems—problems
tained so little injury . . . the feath- . which strain- belief beyond the
er-bed, the clothes, and covering  breaking point. ' e
A were safe.”” In the room “the walls First, and foremost, it takes a
TE T -and everything in it were black- terrific heat to completely consume
ened”; the room “was filled witha a human body (and 1 mean soft.

very disagreeable vapour ...”. - tissues plus skeleton). I have
R e I've presented pertinent detail in  watched, in a crématorium, a body .
—— o ¥ these cases (and there are many burn at 2000° F. for over eight hours

_ more) not so much to support theo- . —burn under the best possible con-
w e ries of spontaneous’ or internal  ditions, with both the means “of
combustion—which are wholly un- combustion (a furnace with excel-
tenable—as to point out an ever- lent draft) and type of combustible
recurring pattern:  (gas or oil). At the end of that
" 1) The victim is usually'a wo- time there was scarcely a bone that
man, in her 50’s or 60’s, of corpu- was not present and completely
lent build; o . recognizable as a human bone. It
~ 2) The victim was addicted to a  was not ashed or “powdered.” Only
~ habit which induced helplessness  at 3000° F., plus, have I seen bone
(drink) or unconsciousness (a fuse—or melt, so that it ran and
drug); - ~ became volatile. These are very
- 3) She was in the habit of smok- great heats—they would ‘sear, char,
ing (pipe or cigarette) upon retir- scorch, or otherwise mar or effect
ing; the burning occurred at night; anything and everything within a
the victim more than once fell considerable radius.
asleep in a chair; . Secondly, in my experience the
4) A candle (or candles) was in human head is not left intact in
the room; the candle-substance was “such burning cases. Certainly it
‘melted, but the wick was intact; does not “shrivel,”” or symmetri-
5) The burned (charred or cally reduce, to a much smaller size.
ashed) remains were found on the . In the presence of heat sufficient to

3 floor, often near the room’s center; destroy soft tissues the skull explodes,
N 6) The main miss of the body literally, into many pieces.

'! was completely consumed, but head Finally, I pose less tangible prob-
and extremities (hands, feet, fin- ‘Jems. The body is over 90 per cent
gers, toes) and occasionally verte- water—perhaps even a little more
brae were often untouched; in very fat people. I find it hard té

18
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CASE OF&XF CINDER LADY .

_believe that a human body, once < on acetate nightgown and a

ignited, will literally consume itself housecoat (according to ‘her son,

~—burmn itself out, as does a candle-
wick, guttering in the last residual

~poolof melted wax. When human

flesh burns it gives off an acrid,
evil-smelling odor, especially if

. burning free in a room or in the

open. How could 175 pounds of
mortal flesh burn with no detectable
or discernible smoke or odor per-
meating the entire building? -
Just what did happen on the
night of July 1, 1951, in St. Peters-

burg, Florida? We may never know, -

though the case still haunts me, The
“Cinder Lady” is now part of
our folklore. It couldn’t happen,
but it did. That’s the ‘way the St.
Petersburg police and I felt about
it. Police Chief J. R. Reichert s
sued' a statement six weeks after
the burning, as follows:
“According to her son, Mrs. Rees-

er habitually took two sleeping pills

before retiring. There is €every pos-

sibility that, while ‘seated. in the -

over-stuffed chair, she became

drowsy or fell asleep while smoking .

a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes.
“At that time she was clad in a

who had visited her the evening

—of July-1).- The nightgo , ‘being

wn,
highly inflammable, could have been
‘ignited by the cigarette, burst into
flame, causing almost immediate
death to a person in a sémi-
- conscious condition. o
“Once the body became ignited,

almost complete destruction could -

have resulted from the burning of
its own fatty tisues (Mrs. Reeser
was a heavy woman, weighing 175

pounds), an uncommon but entirely -

possible occurrence according to
FBI analysis.

“In this case, thé absence of any
scorch or damage to furniture in
the room can only be explained by
‘the - theory that heat liberated by
the burning body rose to form a
layer of hot air which darkened the
upper walls and ceiling of the room
_but never came in contact with
walls or objects at a lower level.” )

Logical and scientific as this
sounds, he came closer to truth
when he .concluded, “The case is
not closed and may never be to the
satisfaction of all concerned.” mm

SEAT OF LEARNING

| “Gosh, I forget.”

‘things?”

M TOMMY WAS AT WIS FATHER'S SIDE. “Daddy,” he asked, “what was the

name of the great American traitor in the Revoluiionary War?” :
“I don’t know,” replied his father. :

“Who was Vice President under Harding?”

“Well, then,” Tommy tried a.gain, “do you know where Monticello isp”
“No,” replied his father, after a moment’s deliberation. - .
“Gee, Pop,” said the boy, “you don’t mind my asking you, do you?”

L

“Of course not,” replied Daddy. “How else are you going to learn.

~—Helen 8. Mann

19
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. : . - BY LUCIEN. AIGNER -
o o B FOR MORE THAN 2 years as a photographer I roamed

o : 3 three continents hunting for celebrities in off-guard mo-
ments. My purpose was not so much to discover their
weaknesses—which I also had done—but to show the
i human being behind the pose of the public figure. Here
are four pages of the best, with my comments. :

son L Ty
consuiuency
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s | 0 : ~€ October 13th, 1952
Dear Sirs;- .

| In regards to the article that appeared in the Octqber‘1952 issue of ﬂggeant megazing
I must say that 1t set me to thinking seriously concerning '"The Strange Case of' the Cinder
Lady" along the following linesjem=--= . ” C o o
. We Imow that certaln diseases very definitely raise the temperature of our bodies from
the normal of 98.6° up to 112° at times, although seldom reaching the higher figure. Too,
that we do not know all that there is to be known concerning diseases. Also, that it 1s quidTe
possible that there might be some -diseases that are as yet totaily unknown to us, which fact
also applies t6 forms of diseases. Tdo, I take it that the artiele of the "Cinder Lady" 1s
all true fact. : ‘ A o - '
. So much for the known facts. _
| Now for the theory, thus;- S S E
o Could it be that there is some disease, or some form of cancer that is entirely un-
'!D -lmown to us at the present time, that enters the bodies of certaln peopde and lays there
semidormant, but developing,'sl&iy,buy surely for an unknown lengkh of time without.anx‘sjmp-
- =toms showlnp -~~~ until, as in the cases cited in "The Strange Case of the Cinder Lady", thic
disease, or form of cancer is triggered off into extremely violent activity, and in 1ts vio®
~lence it raises the person's temperature to heights far in excess of anything kmown to us -
now, possibly up to 700° or 1000°, wheréupdn chemical reaction takes over, and ralses the
body temperature up tp 10000° or 150009, which would totally consume the body in a very shorT
time. - o ' o . - e B g
" In so doing the diseafd would be preying ol the human body even after death and possibly
{ even also preying upon itself, at the higher temperatures, _ ' , o _
elComReEeno. phemlcal reactions within the body would not all be oxidation, but quite possibl¥Y
Ropare it for the oxidation taking place on the exterlor, where the greater ‘
n 1s, and therexcessive temperatures therein generated so accelerating the . y
rnal oxidation that the body would be consumed within an hour and a half from the
time thatwthe violent activaty of the disease was triggered off. ' B .
' Alsoj~as in s storage battery this chemical activity could possibly set up électrical
~ourrents, which would in circulating within the body also raise the temperature, due to the
resistance of the various parts of the body. S o ' S “ !
. 0Ob 31y any person so afflicted would be unconsious at 107® and certainly dead at 150% -
he would obviously suffer very little, if "any at all, bacsuse these tempera~
» been reached and passed so very rapildly, in such a case, that there would
~giance for suffering to take place., ' o s
Xpat 1t would be a very excellent idea, that the next time such an event occurs,
gigmedical weddeed experts get on the scene immediately and have everything in the
xaotly as whén it oocured, and then the experts move into the bullding with a set
; »on microscopes, a vast multitude of slidés, ete. and pubt all soot, greese, ashes,
parts, dust, etc. on the slides, all being labled, in full detail, and preserved for then'
preient’and future examination to find out the cause, and, if possible,. establish my theory.
Allowing no one but the sclentists to touch anything, until the scientists are through.:

Who knows what might be turned up to help us in this matter, and/or other matters? :
1 Yours Truly . - 4

,
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member of Journalist Union in Lower Saxony, #2344 -
member of the Protective Union of German Authors s #603

TRANSLATION FROM GERVAN

"DER TERMIN-ARTIKEL" (Term-Articles)
Technical Editorial Work for Newspapers and Magazines
Technical Lectures for Broadcasting

Bismark Street 21
(20b) Einbeck, Germany

Einbeck, 12/10/5
RO \

- FBI of the UsA

Washington : A
Re: Criminal Case Mrs. REESER, St. Petersburg, Florida.
Highly esteemed Gentlemen, ' ;

The above-mentioned case was investigated by the FBI at the / r

time, We know, no conclusive explanation was found. Mention was made / E

that it concerned one of those rare cases of "self-cremation" which occured;/i!/
{5

quite frequently in former centuries but which never have been explained
satisfactorily. '

We are planning to publish, in conjunction with noted scientists",«"g ;
a larger work about these mysterious self-cremations and ask you to kindly ;
assist us with material. Of this case, we need a photograph of the woman | L
who was burned to ashes in her room (it was produced at that time and . . b
should be in your file). P

' You certainly could cause, out of "love"for the matter, a copy
to be made from the film. Furthermore, it is important that we have a
report of the facts as well as of your own conclusions. Here, too, copies
will suffice. We would be indebted to you if you could help us with our
work by putiing the above material at our disposal in the very near future.
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Scotland Yard in London, the Surete in Paris and the Federal

Criminal Office in Germany have, likewise, promised us their support.

We will reimburse you for expenses involved.

Respectfully, _
Technical-Authors Publishing House

20b) Einbeck

P. S. -~ lioreover, the Court Chemist in Cleveland,

allegedly made a compilation of cases of this type in the “Journal
of Criminal Iaw, Criminology and Police Science! a few years ago.
Perhaps it would be possible to put this compilation at our disposal
or perhaps it could be purchased for us over there,

= a-— : C

.
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Q . @n und ausldndische Korrespondenfen

Mitglied des Verhas-
des der Journalisien jn Nisdersochsen, Nr. 2?‘
Mitglied des’ Schutrverbandes

Devischer Astoren ‘Nr. 803 -

) ¢ Smerdatrote 71
‘ Bundeskr:unz.nalamt der Usa 91?5 P :.23:’ ZS;ECK' , lO 12 54
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 Sehr geehrte Herren,

dm Zuszmmenhang mit namhaften WissenSchaftlern eine grdBere Arbei

. . Frau in ihrem Zimmer (es wurde seinerzeit hergestellt aund durfte.

- bei Thren Akten liegen). Sicherlich kdnnen Sie der Sache zur ebe
- von dem Film fiir uns einen Abzug herstellen lassen. Ferner wire ;
. uns an dem Tatsachenbericht iiber den. Fall und Threr eigenen Stallung'

- nahme gelegen. Auch hier. bendotigten wir lediglich die Abschriftens. -+

. Wir waren Thnen sehr zu Dank verpflichtet, wenn Sie uns bei unserer
* Arbeit durch ‘baldige Zurverfugungstellung obigen Materials helTen

amt. in Deutschland haben uns ebenfalls ihre Unterstutzung zugesagt. v

"Die entstehenden Unkosten werden wir Ihnen ersetzen.

’Der obengenannte Fall ist seinerzeit auch vom - Bundeskrlminalamt

.sehr oft vorkamen, die aber'nlemals eThe restlose Klarumg: fande

Betr.: Krlminalfall Frau Reeser, St. Pbtersburg (Florlda)
" vomn 1. zum 2. Juli 1951 ',

der USA &n Washington untersucht worden. Wie uns bekannt ist, -
wurde eine endgiltige Kldrung nicht gefunden. Es wird davon ge-
sprochen, daB es sich dabei um jene seltenen Fille von "Selbst-
verbrennungen von Menschen" handelt, die in friitheren Jahrhundertq

Wir haben die Absicht iiber diese mysterlosen Selbstverbrennungmni

hersuszugeben und bitten Sie um Unterstitzung mit Material, In. =~ ™
diesem’ Falle bendtigen wir ein Fotd von der zu Asche verbrannten

5
:
A

konnten.

Scotland Yard in: London, die Sureté in Ihris und das Bundeskr1m1nal~“

-

T
B IR
"”"””QR‘"‘T..‘""“"““"‘"' ARk

Hochachtung5voll‘
FPacischriffsteller-Verlay
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PS. Der Gerlchtschemlker-1Q501eveland ‘
vor einigen Jahren im "Jb df Criminal. Lew [ Cr-
Police Science", Fille dit At zusemmengestellt ¥

, : ”iZusammenstellui ;




